Census 2020: What it means for Illinois

v, \C ~,

1E5) mﬁ
NV

cisevesesane | COMALDEF

Midwest Regional Counsel En“nuw E"“[ﬂ“““ n“n
JUSTICE FOF

? S




T M
iy M

2020 CENSUS



2020
U.S. Census

 Count of everyone living in the U.S. every 10 years required by Constitution

e Every person is counted regardless of citizenship, age, or legal status

 Information shared is protected by federal law




How does the Census work?

e (Census Bureau will send out 1 page letter

« Response options = Internet, Phone or Mail (after ath letter)




Citizenship Question

On American Community Survey
sent to 3.5 million homes yearly
(Long form)

Decennial Census, every 10 years,
counts everyone (Short form)

No short form citizenship question
since (1950)

Is this person a citizen of the United States?

Yes, bom in the United States

Yes, bom in Puerto Rico, Guam, the U.S. Virgin Islands, or
Northem Marianas

Yes, bom abroad of U.S. citizen parent or parents

Yes, U.S. citizen by naturalization - Print year of naturalization ¥

No, not a U.S. citizen



Why Include The
Citizenship
Question?

To Make Latinos
And Immigrants
Politically Invisible




Threat #1 — Allocation of Political Power

Total number of seats are divided among states for both:
- the House of Representatives and Electoral College

Distribution of millions of federal resources and aid to states

States also use Census data to draw district lines for:

- Congressional and State legislative seats —to ensure communities
are fairly represented



Threat #2 — State and Local Redistricting

Total Population - Current Standard
Districts must have nearly equal total population
One Person One Vote - Reynolds v. Sims (1964)
Upheld Evenwel v. Abbott (2016)

Total Voters — SCOTUS Has Not Commented
Nearly equal citizen voting age population (CVAP)
No states used CVAP in 2011 redistricting / lllegal for Congressional dist.

Nebraska Constitution: “The basis of apportionment shall be the population
excluding aliens, as shown by the next preceding federal census”



Legal Challenges — 7 Lawsuits

New York v. US Dept. of Commerce ~ remove question (APA violation)
Direct S. Ct. appeal

California/San Jose v. Ross ~ remove question (APA & Enumeration
Clause); 9t Circuit appeal ongoing

La Union del Pueblo v. Ross / Kravitz v. United States Dep't of

Commerce

- remove question (APA and Enumeration Clause); appealed to 4t Circuit

— new evidence raising “substantial issue” of Equal Protection and § 1985
claims, June 25 - 4th Circuit remanded back down to district court




What's at Stake?

lllinois Congressional Seats Federal Funding
> At least $1,800 per year for each
24 person undercounted in 2020

» Federal programs that distribute
funds based on the Census:

> * Medicaid and CHIP
" * SNAP, WIC, and LIHEAP
* Title 1 Grants and Head Start

* Highway Construction
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Why Will People Avoid the Census?

. Trust - suspicious of government / citizenship question;
Information Sharing/Confidentiality
. Education - No one explained the Census and its importance

. Time - People are busy and forget to fill it out
. Barriers - Non-english speaking, not tech savvy, low civic
engagement

Top Hard-Count Groups
. Low-income families; Renters; Children 0-5 years old.
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CONTACT
INFORMATION

Mexican American Legal Defense
& Educational Fund (MALDEF)

312-427-0/01

Griselda Vega Samuel
Midwest Regional Counsel
Gvegasamuel@maldef.org

Steven Monroy
Legislative Staff Attorney
smonroy@maldef.org
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